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So it’s okay to disagree on those 

things, but it is not okay to try and in-
flict political pain to the American cit-
izen as a way of somehow scoring a po-
litical point, particularly when this 
House has sent four different bites at 
the apple in terms of trying to keep 
government open, and particularly 
when this House has sent a bill over 
that would keep the national parks 
open, that would keep groups like NIH 
open, Guard and Reservists, go down 
the list. 

So, I would come back and ask of 
you, Mr. Speaker, that we look for 
some way of, again, unchaining monu-
ments that have never been chained in 
the history of this Republic, because I 
think they represent very silly polit-
ical games by this President. 

f 

STOP PLAYING THE BLAME GAME, 
NAME CALLING, AND FINGER 
POINTING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. BERA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BERA of California. Mr. Speaker, 
day No. 4 of a government shutdown, 
day No. 4 of not doing our job. 

To the folks in the gallery, if you sit 
here all day, you’re going to hear peo-
ple throwing the blame game and play-
ing that blame game—Democrats 
blaming Republicans, Republicans 
blaming Democrats, the House blaming 
the Senate, the Senate blaming the 
House, and the House blaming the 
President. Let’s stop this madness, and 
let’s stop the blame game. Let’s stop 
pointing fingers at one another, and 
let’s just do our job. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s time we did our job. 
You’re the Speaker of this House. This 
is the House that has both Democrats 
and Republicans. It’s time that you 
were Speaker of this House. 

Yesterday, one of our colleagues said 
that we’re being disrespected by the 
other party and we won’t be 
disrespected by the other party. This 
can’t be about Democrats looking for 
respect from Republicans and Repub-
licans looking for respect from Demo-
crats. That’s the problem. We’ve lost 
the respect of the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, this body, Congress, has 
lost the respect of the American peo-
ple, and that’s who we should be look-
ing for respect from. Eighty-seven per-
cent of America feels like Washington, 
D.C., is going in the wrong direction. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s spend time work-
ing to earn the respect and the trust of 
the American people. This has to be 
bigger than political parties. It has to 
be about America. 

Here is who deserves our respect: the 
United States Capitol Police. Did you 
see how great they were yesterday? 
They performed admirably. They did 
everything that they had to do, and 
they did so without getting paid. 
They’re not getting paid. They show 
up, though. They do their duty, and 
they do their work. They deserve our 
respect, and they have the respect of 

everyone in this body and the United 
States because they’re doing their job. 
Mr. Speaker, if we want to get their re-
spect back, we’d better do our job. 

Here’s some other people who deserve 
our respect. When I visited our troops 
in Afghanistan earlier this year, those 
are some of the most professional 
young men and women that I’ve ever 
met. When they’re called and asked to 
serve, they just show up for duty. They 
do what they have to do—one tour, two 
tours, three tours. They are doing their 
jobs. They deserve our respect. 

Mr. Speaker, if we want the respect 
of the American people, we need to do 
our job as Democrats and Republicans. 
You’re Speaker of the House. Bring us 
together. The leadership needs to start 
coming together and doing their job. 
That’s how we get the respect back. 

Mr. Speaker, the men and women be-
hind us, they show up every day. 
They’re doing their job, but they’re not 
getting paid. The way we can show our 
respect for them is let’s open the gov-
ernment up, and let’s make sure that 
the men and women in America get 
paid. Let’s start rebuilding jobs. That’s 
how we can earn their respect. Let’s do 
our job. 

Mr. Speaker, every year, thousands 
of Americans show up, young college 
students show up in Washington, D.C., 
to serve their country. They show up as 
unpaid interns. They show up as low- 
paid staff members. In my office, we 
have a young college graduate, Kelvin 
Lum. He shows up for work every day. 
He helps me deal and talk and manage 
the constituent requests that are com-
ing in. He’s not getting paid. Let’s 
show our respect to those folks that 
care deeply about our country, about 
the United States of America. Let’s 
open government up again. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s time that we work 
to get the respect of the American pub-
lic. Let’s do our job. 

My father taught me a little bit 
about respect. He said: Son, the way 
you get respect is you don’t ask for it. 
The way you get respect is you go out 
and do your job. You work hard. You 
do it with integrity. You don’t blame 
others when things fail; you just work 
harder. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s get the trust and 
the respect of America back again by 
doing our job, which is opening up gov-
ernment, which is starting to put to-
gether a real budget that relieves our 
children and grandchildren of crushing 
debt that’s coming at them. Let’s do 
our job as Democrats and Republicans, 
listening to each other, taking the best 
ideas out of both parties and doing our 
job. 

Mr. Speaker, if we want to get the re-
spect of America back, we will do our 
job. The Democrats and Republicans in 
this body are ready to open govern-
ment. We have the votes. It’s up to you 
now just to bring legislation to the 
floor to let us open government again, 
to make sure our Capitol Police are 
paid, to make sure the men and women 
serving this country are paid, and to 

make sure that tourists that are com-
ing to the United States Capital to 
visit and show their respect for Amer-
ica are able to visit the monuments. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s in your hands. Let’s 
do our job, and let’s get that respect 
back. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind the Members that 
the rules prohibit references to occu-
pants of the gallery. 

f 

FISA COURTS: THE 21ST CENTURY 
STAR CHAMBER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, gov-
ernment secrecy is anathema to all 
people, and darkness by rulers can be 
trumped by the sunshine of a public 
and an independent judicial system. 
But, Mr. Speaker, secrecy by a judicial 
system is a threat to liberty of all free 
peoples. 

in our country we have the Constitu-
tion; and, specifically, the amendments 
to the Constitution protect us as a free 
people against government—govern-
ment intrusion and government viola-
tion of our privacy—because govern-
ment really has no right; it has power. 
It has what we give it when we give up 
our liberty and our rights. 

The amendments promote openness 
of government and protect individuals 
from government. There is the Sixth 
Amendment that talks about a public, 
speedy trial, where witnesses come for-
ward and people are put on notice of 
the crime. Citizens are given a jury 
trial. But the most important part of 
that amendment is the right to a pub-
lic trial. 

The Seventh Amendment deals with 
jury trials in civil cases. 

Of course, the Fifth Amendment 
talks about the fact that, in a trial, a 
person accused doesn’t have to testify 
or produce any evidence against them-
selves. 

And then the Fourth Amendment 
talks about how government is limited 
on how it can intrude into our homes 
and our papers. It limits government 
surveillance. And it’s an inherent right 
that the government search be reason-
able and based on probable cause, and 
that there must be a warrant drafted 
under oath describing the place to be 
searched, the persons and objects to be 
seized. 

Now, this just didn’t come out of our 
ancestors’ minds because they thought 
it was a good idea. There are historical 
reasons for this. Maybe in our govern-
ment public school system we ought to 
teach more about the history of liberty 
and why we do things the way we do 
under this Constitution. It goes all the 
way back to the 1500s in England when 
England invented this concept of the 
Star Chamber. 
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